MINUTES OF WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE TOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Held on Tuesday 17th March, 2015, at 7pm in the Civic Centre

Present: Councillors R Claydon (Mayor), June Cordwell, John Cordwell, N Clement,
Clair Galbraith, K Collins, Chris Galbraith, M Zimmer, T Luker, A Wilkinson, P Smith, P
Barton. In Attendance: Town Clerk Ms S Bailey & council staff Members of the Public 31

1)

2)

3)

4)

Welcome, Introductions & receive apologies for absence from Councillors.
Apology received from Clir L Harris.

Adoption of Previous Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly of 18th March 2014 &
any Matters Arising from those Minutes. It was proposed by Clir P Smith and
seconded by ClIr K Collins to approve the Minutes as presented, all in favour.
Guest speaker; Glos County Clir Vernon Smith —Highways Responsibility. Clir
Smith was welcomed and after an introduction, a question and answer session
commenced regarding various highways issues in and around Wotton including:
Potholes - £17million has so far been spent this year on resurfacing roads using 3
full time crews throughout the county (will be 7 next year). The resurfacing backlog
was originally £96m, & will reduce to £80m by August. The pothole backlog will
never disappear as the works cover a third of the network and would take 10 years
at the current rate. 79,000 tons of tarmac has been laid so far this FY. Using higher
specification asphalt does make repairs last longer but is more expensive. Old
Town was cited as a poor example of repairs needing constant repatching.
Rushmire Hill — has already been resurfaced three times inadequately — being
repaired at contractor expense if not up to standard.

Yellow & white lines — fading all across the town & need repainting. Clir Cordwell
advised to put into schedule - which has been done but such a large backlog....
Parklands resurfacing — very poor standard of repairs. Agreed & inspected today —
site meeting with contractor soon & new specification to decide. Blamed incorrect
specification being given for original works.

Old London Rd repairs — appalling length of closure & specification seen as overkill
for retaining wall which is also out of keeping with rural lane. Works backlog blamed
& change of Highways contractor half way through, thus engineering drawings
needed to be re done. Agreement that gabions would have looked better & done
the same job.

Court Meadow — constant delays in scheduled resurfacing; the team (after finishing
Parklands later than expected) had to go to another job. The road is in an appalling
state & safety being compromised. ClIr V Smith promised to chase if later
contacted.

Highways contact — area manager is leaving and new one yet to be appointed —
poor communications have been an issue and efforts needed to sort them out.
Large vehicles through Wotton — difficult to stop as roads open to all

Verges — leaving uncut better for wildlife but looks messier. GCC policy now to
regularly cut only the areas needing visibility, and others once a year. District
Councils are working on wildlife seed planting plans for verges.

Brief Report from the Mayor Clir Roger Claydon OBE.

The Mayor spoke largely about the results of the community questionnaire and thus
only mentioned briefly the report which is in the booklet provided.

Once again, it has been busy year for the Town Council aided by the good efforts of
the new Town Clerk, the Council has, among other things;



. upgraded the town’s CCTV system with financial support from the Police and Crime
Commissioner;

. tidied up the garden of Remembrance,;

. taken action at Potters Pond to prevent work which would have been damaging to
the wildlife in Dyers Brook,

. continued to explore opportunities for providing additional parking in the town,

including the possibility of establishing a car park on open land behind the Fire
Station. This initiative, facilitated by the Chamber of Trade, is still at an early stage
and no planning application has yet been made. Public views are welcomed on
this. We have been informed by Renishaw that the company intends to continue its
operations in Old Town and develop the Stokes Bakery site, thus these locations
are not available for supermarkets, parking or anything else.

The Town Council’s action plan for 2015 includes:

. working with the Town Regeneration Committee on an update to the 2005
Community Plan

. updating Town Council website to improve communication between the Town
Council and residents; and

. bringing the Chipping Club Room under the management of the Town Trust.

The Town Council has continued its financial support for the:

. Swimming Pool,

. Synwell Playing Field,

. Wotton in Bloom,

. Youth Centre,

. Library,

. Citizens Advice Bureau.

Summary financial information, including budget plans and civic grants is included in the
booklet. The Precept for the coming year has been set at £264,373 with total
planned expenditure of £310,095.

In the past year farewell was said to Clir Jackie Cartigny who was replaced on the Council
by Alex Wilkinson who is also President of the Chamber of Trade and Commerce.
Council elections take place in May and so there may well be a “new-look” Town
Council next term!  All who have skills, time and energy were urged to apply.

Feedback is now available on the charts around the room, for the Community
Questionnaire, where residents were asked to indicate their opinion on 58 issues by
expressing a priority. Some 3000 questionnaires were distributed with the “Wotton
Directory” & 270 questionnaires returned and analysed; an initial report is also
available on seats. Determining a priority order from the results obtained has not
been straightforward and several methods were tried, including weighted scores,
totals by Priority and percentage scores. Using weighted scoring, the highest
priorities included the swimming pool, library, shops, local employment
opportunities, condition of footpaths & pavements, traffic management and roads,
the bus service and Charfield Railway Station. At the bottom, the lowest priorities
included introduction of parking charges and the need for more private housing
development. Around 170 of the questionnaires contained additional comments,
many of which were about the poor state of the Town’s roads. A significant
number of people also commented on the need for more parking, pavement
maintenance, traffic problems in the town, dog fouling, Charfield Railway Station
and support for the Swimming Pool.

Putting the results of the questionnaire scores and comments together the following seem
to be the issues of most concern to the community:

. The need for proper road maintenance to deal with potholes, road condition and
road marking;





